REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

BILL FOR

THE NATIONAL TOURISM OFFICE ACT No, ;’ﬁ OF 1982

lanatory Note o {*"*

The purpose of this law is to establish a National Tourism
Office which will assist in an orderly development of tourism now
an important industry in Vanuatu, , S

Section 2 establishes a National Tourism Office, It will have
eleven members, Six of them will either be from Government or will i
be Government nominees and five of them will be appointed from - ! _f,
nominees of the private tourist industry, One member will be the ”f‘
General Manager who is appointed by the Minister, The Chairman '
will be a representative of the Ministry responsible for Tourism,

!
o
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Under section 3 the Office is required to encourage and assisﬁ’é
I
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in the orderly development of Tourism and ensure that the servibes !
the tourism industry provides are of as high a quality as is: ¢ =
reasonably possible, The Office is particularly required amongst ' o
other matters to preserve and stimulate pride in the cultural ;:&,
heritage of Vanuatu, to as far as possible prevent developments "
harmful to the social and cultural right of the geogle and N ;,j
y .}'
l

discourage development likely to disturd the dai ife of the .
people or detract from their right to privacy.

The Office will also have a duty to encourage the greatest
possible Ni-Vanuatu participation in the Tourism Industry, P

l :

l

Under section 4 the Office may anong other matters establish j
training programmes and publish printed or audio visual matter, Wd'
This means that it may publish books, pamphlets, films, sound tapes
and video tapes about Vanuatu, )”

i.'u :

Under section 16 (4) the Annual Report and audited accoupts Wxﬂ’g

of the Office must be laid before Parliament during the Budget ! & f

Session, .
l

Under section 23 all the assets and liabilities of the Chamb
of Commerce will be vested in the Office, '31
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

BILL FOR Chal
THE NATIONAL TOURISM OFFICE ACT No, 4 OF 1982 BT ORI “

’n
To provide for the establishment of the Nationa1§ |
Tourism Office, for the development of tourism: and ||

the improvement of standards in the tourism| ihdpdt#¥;
t

BE IT ENACTED by the President and Parliament'éh ﬁé7
follows - b

Interpretation, 1, In this Act, unless the context otherwieef-
requires - : SREH

"the Office" means the National Tourism g?;
Office established under section 2;| , ‘

1 5 I
"financial year" means the financial yeaq

of the Office and shall be the samelas that
of the Government financial year; }“ u?

"General Manager" means the General| Managqr,
provided for in section 9, l

‘l‘l"
.{:

Establishment 2, (1) There is hereby established a body corp ]ate
of the Office, to be known as the National TourismiOff e;

(2) The Office shall have perpetual sucééssioh |
and a common seal and may sue or belsued mn
its corporate name, P

Functions of 3. (1) The Office shall encourage and assist’ 1n H
the Office, orderly development of the tourism industry
within Vanuatu and ensure that the. éeﬁv ip:

the industry provides are of as high a
quality as is reasonably possible..%ﬁ{

(2) Without limiting the function provideq fo J:

‘ in subsection (1) the office shall 4- H {’

| (a) coordinate the activities that provi&
services for visitors to Vanuatu angd |

| ensure that those services are(of $

| highest possible standard; P i

e QTWW.
(b) endeavour to preserve and stimqlat% 1
pride in the cultural heritage of .

Vanuatu; SIE




Powers of

the Office,

b,

(1)

l
i
|
I

(c) use its best endeavours to preVept
developnents in tourism that, wheth§;.
or not economic benefits may be gained,
have a harmful affect on the sdcial!ahd
cultural life of the people; - f

|

(d) discourage development that is[likqi_};
to intrude on or disturb the daily! {
life of the people or detract from, !
their right to privacy; S SR

i

| i |

(e) encourage the greatest possible 0o %i
Ni-Vanuatu participation in thé‘ﬁourgsm
industry; s ST

(f) wuse its best endeavours to ensure th
the largest possible financial benuf
1s obtained by Vanuatu from the to
industry;

'
(g) encourage people from other countri?
to visit Vanuatu as tourists, | | Z

the Office may do all things necessdry
convenient for the carrying out of. its

8l

|
¥ } :
Subject to any orders made under sedtion! 21,
and!”

functions, :

(a) acquire hold and dispose of redl and! |,
personal property including hou sJ
other accommodation for occupatidn
enployees and advisers; (

(b) promote or finance any undertaking,,gl

the issue of debentures or in any o
manner including bank overdraft-i L

(c) subject to section 13, borrow. peyL g
h

|

Ll

(d) establish or participate in any pensiﬁn
and provident fund schemes for thHe | !

benefit of its employees and their Rl
dependents; { 1

' By “'i}

(e) carry out programmes of research” Sk

(f) establish training programmes-ipi v'gﬁ!
i

(g) ' sponsor competitions- ,~rr“r | dVTV
If

(h) publish printed or audio visuai'hatdéfg
for sale or otherwise; ik HIE LI
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(1) acquire copyright; P
i
(j) charge fees for services rende?e?ihy

. RN

Composition of 5. (1) The Office shall consist of eleven ﬁe rﬁ;
the Office, ten of whom shall be appointed by the‘ SRk
Minister and who shall be :- "5‘1E‘P5
(a) a representative of the Ministryi *;ﬁ:
responsible for tourism who | dhal gﬁ.a.

l
1

the chaiman , 5 ‘.' AL

(b) a representative of the Ministry
responsible for transport; .

(c) a person who the Minister considérs‘féé
represents the interests of the islandI
of Tanna; i ]

(d) a person who the Minister considerbf
represents the interests of the islbhd

of Espiritu Santo; ; | =§

(e) a person from the public sector ﬁho‘
Minister considers has a connection AR
with tourism; S _ Wr‘

1

()]

i ' } !
(f) a person who the Minister conslders ik
represents the interests of the |
international airlines operating to and
from Vanuatu; o

i

B !

(g) a person who the Minister considerﬂ@
represents the interests of th P

domestic airlines operating wiihin
Vanuatu;

(h) a person who the Minister cons: derf
represents the interests of th ho
industry in Vanuatu; ;

(1) a person who the Minister considéré
represents the interests of touf ‘
operators in Vanuatu; »

(j) a person who the Minister considers;?:
represents sectors of tourism not ;i
otherwise represented on the Officé.y

3§
]

1 |
(2) The General Manager shall be a memb r'oflﬁf
the Office ex-officio, e B W o
i

(3) Subject to subsections (4) and (5) Aémbérhl
of the Office other than the General‘Manhger

shall serve for a term of three years: but T
may be eligible for reappointment ﬁHg *;} !




Deputy Chairman, 6,

Term of Office
of Chairman and
Deputy Chairman,

Secretary,

Meetings of
the Office,

7'

(4)

(5)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

-4 - .ifi

Should the Minister be satisfied that’b} El
member of the Office appointed under j,W;ﬂW
subsection (1) :- i h}{W}'Q
B o |
(a) has been absent from two consecutiv it
meetings of the Office withoutgtqel !
consent of the Chairman

(b) has become insolvent;

(c) 1is incapacitated by physica

illness; ¥ ﬁﬂ”

[

f

Ji

f
B
(d) has been convicted of a crime ;nydi
moral turpitude; or ;*4;

(e) 1is otherwise unable or unfit t¢ i g

discharge the functions of a mpmbe ;” '

P

the Minister may by notice published in the‘

Gazette declare the Office of the membeql.'!
vacant, %j, ” !
N '[ r

A member of the Office appointed by the
Minister in accordance with subsectd on g )
may resign by not less than 30 day hot ?
in writing to the Minister, ;F :

%%L
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i
‘

appointed by the Minister from among

e |
i I
The Deputy Chairman of the Office: sha 1
it
menbers, ]

I

;(-r
The Chairman and Deputy Chairman shall each
serve as such until their term as a member
of the Office ends and may be reappointed

There shall be a Secretary to the Office
who shall be an employee thereof and shal
be appointed by the Office, i a,,,i
The Secretary or a person acting a éucﬂ
shall attend all meetings of the Office and
prepare the minutes thereof. %; ﬂ_[
o
The Secretary shall keep in safe: cuétod Ve
the seal and all documents of the 0ffice-
receive all process served on the Offic?
and carry out such other duties a g
Office or General Manager shall: djﬂéctr

convened by the Minister,

"_m Ly

The Office shall meet not less tHa ;H.ﬁ ﬁﬁ
times in every 12 months, [,éﬁﬁf ﬂrf
RN

The first meeting of the Office ’”qj1~ gﬁf
' I B l ;
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(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

General 10, (1)
Manager of
the Office,

(2)

(3)

-5 -

l|'
Subject to subsection (4) the Chairman
convene all other meetings,

.'-Ll l R

The Minister after consultation with the;gd;
Council of Ministers or not less than seyen |
members by 30 days prior notice in writing!

signed by them may convene extrao )
meetings, A ’ﬁwf

1?.‘} l:
The quorum at meetings shall be six mebbé?ks

sL

The proceedings at any meeting shall not b
invalidated by any vacancies in the mem

of the Office provided the number o
vacancies does not exceed four,

Any member of the Office may appoint other
member to be proxy for him and vote on'h
behalf at any meeting that he does not attend
The Office may invite any persons to } ;’gif
participate in meetings but they lgh '¢ :
no vote, l'| ;

Subject to subsection (10) decisions; of Hgé
Office shall be made by a majority vote ofi
members present and voting, the chairman 1
of the meeting having a casting voteww

i

i
I
|

_ull I
No decision by the Office involving tﬂél e
expenditure of funds of the Office mhy, be |
nade unless the meeting at which the”dec& on
is made is presided over by the chaifman oi
the Office,

Subject to this Act the Office may make M
internal rules regulating its procedure Ior
the chairmanship, calling, conducting and

adjournment of meetings of the Office, o

|
Y
1 _| | [
v i-i‘

The Minister after consultation with the RN
Office shall appoint and remove the eneraia‘
Manager who shall be an employee of hT L
Office,
The General Manager shall be the chig f“.i‘%%‘
executive of the Office and of ell its' '/
operations., . 'u :‘ﬁ
|

The Office may, by resolution or othngiéa$f
delegate to the General Manager, with'Pr'

without restrictions or conditions,: suchi
of its powers and functions as it max_~)’y
consider expedient for the day to: daw ”
operation of the Office, y Ll
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Funds of 11, The funds of the Office shall consis Qtﬁié
the Office, : MI 4 sl
(a) grants from the Government ou - SR

monies appropriated by Parliament |:i' |

for such purposes; ‘ ffi“p

.
(b) grants from other sources;. !I

(c) monies borrowed by the Officeﬁ,
(d) monies received by the Office’ iﬁ pﬁ?(é
other way in the course of the: | |/}

e |l
discharge of its functionst'rn ”!'Mi -
i 11 oY ! fih .

i i
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Temporary 12, Any funds of the Office not 1mmediately-vfj
Investment required for the carrying out of its. P
of Funds, functions may be invested from time to ‘time

either in securities approved in wrifin bz

the Minister responsible for Finance or :such
other securities as may be authorised My law
for the investment of trust funds. !

.'4"' i
Ll
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!

i
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Guarantee of 13. The Government may guarantee any: 1oah !t .
Loans, the Office, | fll 1
TS B I T I R
| bl
B w;':}|
Control of 14, The Minister responsible for Finaécq sﬁéil‘
borrowings, by order prescribe;:- i f]

(a) the aggregate maximum indebtedpesg :
that the Office may incur without;'t:
his consent in writing; and BN A

: f:j: :
(b) the maximum individual sums: that the
Office may likewise borrow, = :

Accounts and 15, (1) The Office shall keep proper accounés and
Audit, other records in respect of its receipts,gnd
expenditure and shall cause to be prepar

an annual statement of accounts in 1espect

of each financial year, , 3 ,
0 w,,

(2) The accounts of the Office shall. be]audited
annually by independent and properly -
qualified auditors approved in writing Hy
the Minister responsible for Fingncg and
appointed by the Office, =l ‘ “11

(3) As soon as is reasonable after the énd ofr
each financial year the Office shall {
transmit to the Minister responsi l
Finance and the Minister audited| ftﬁd
together with any regort made by“th gudi to:
thereon and such explanations as The Oinée
may consider appropriate, ‘

||r' . lb'f
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Annual Report, 16, (1) The Office shall make an annual report of :.' |
its activities to the Minister not 1888 o
than 45 days before the commencement of .| i |
the annual budget session of Parliament, jﬁ;:“
(2) A copy of the audited accounts for thJ' jﬂ
I
|

)

previous financial year provided for in ‘|-
section 15 and provisional accounts. fop L
the current financial year shall be! ‘i."
attached to the report, A"! g

(3) The Minister shall submit the annual
together with such comments as he'mayn
thereon to Parliament during the annual
budget session,

.
(4) Upon submission to the Minister of x !
(a) its Annual Report; and - 5:1'

(b) the audited accounts referred to Lo

in subsection (2), ; 4 ;"f!
the Cffice shall cause copies thereof to b% :
printed and made available to members of the
public upon payment, in the discret&on o 'l
the Office, of a charge to cover theitost s .
of printing and making such copies. availe ieg

Rl

] i
Submission of 17. If the Office shall need a grant referre§#oin
estimates for section 11 (a), so that the Government m
purpose of determine the amount thereof for inclusién
grants, in the Budget, the Office shall not lesq't an

9C days before commencement of the: finan¢i
year during which the grant is required Al
submit to the Minister responsible for .. i |
Finance estimates of expenditure and :5:4,
receipts for that year and of unexpended
funds carried forward, - ;
|
!
|

Contracts, 18, A contract which is made between natural
persons would by law be s- lTW

i,‘i

(a) required to be sealed shall be,made,gv
varied or discharged by the Office P
under seal; n |

E i 1’ !
(b) required to be in writing signédub§ i
the parties may be made, varie f;!
discharged on behalf of "the ‘0ffice| iﬂ
writing signed by a person acting &i
its express or implied authori |
ll

(¢) wvaliad if although made by paroi”
may be made, varied or discharge b
parol on behalf of the Officelby any
person acting with express or: impl
authority, ,”|

l.
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Evidence of 19,
sealing of )
documents,

No personal 20,
liability to

attach to

members or

employees of

0ffice,

Ministerial 21,
Jirections,

Crders, 22,
esting of 23, (1)
ssets and
iabilities

nd substitution
f contracts,

(2)

(3)

(4)

N !
- 8- B
The fact that a docunment bears the seal ‘of 0
the Office shall be prinma facle evidence inil
any court or legal proceeding that the, . .||
docunent has been properly executed On‘Epg }

behalf of the Office,.

[

B
No personal liability shall attach to any!
member or employee of the Office in respect.
of anything done or not done in good faith, |
and without negligence under the provisionsi|.
of this Act. JE

The Minister may, after consultation with'| !
the Office give to the Uffice such directions:
of a general character with respect to the
performance of any functions of the Cffice
as appear to the Minister to be requisite

in the public interest. o

o
The Minister may by order make regulations
not inconsietent with this Act for the! '
better carrying out of the obJjects and : ;' '

purposes of this Act, ??ﬂ; g

ediately on the coming into force of: this
g?@ the asgets and liabilities of the Chamber
of Commerce shall vest in the Office W1¢h0ut1
further authority and without the neces:sihy;:.i
for further acts except the making of suc !f
entries as may be required in any registg?s |
kept in accordance with any laws. S

Entries under subsectiocn (1) shall be made
by the appropriate registrar on receipt of
a direction in writing made by the Miniater.‘
All contracts and agreements subsisting | |
before the coning into force of this Adtwtb,
which the Chamber of Commerce is a party i
shall have effect against or in favour;oiy
the (ffice as if it and not the Chamber of
Commerce is o party thereto. '

. ot o
As soon as practicable after the coning | |-
into force of this Act the Government shall
cause & valuation to be made by persons it |
considers properly qualified of assets,an t!;
liabilities vested in" the Office by thiq;i;"f
section and such valuation shall be ther'ﬁrﬁT
book value of such assets and 110b111t$é$3f§-$
for the purpose of opening the statutory ! |
accounts of the Cffice, T

14k




Repeal,

Commencement,

24,

25,

The Joint Chamber of Commerce Regulatiod

No, 14 of 1962 is repealed,

This Act shall come into force on such day I

B ! ;

as the Minister may appoint by
published in the Gazette,

;. ! l ':
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