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REPUBLIC or VANUATU -------------------

BILL rOR ,c; 
THE LAND RErORM (AMENDMENT) ACT No.~ or 1981 

Explanatory Note 

The purpooe of this Act is to introduce amendments to the Land Reform 
Regulation, 1980 which are faIt to be necessary. 

In Section 1 01 the Regulation, in tho dofinition of alienator, paragraph 
2 is amended by this Act to require an alienator to also satisfy the conditions 
of physical possossion, reasonablo maintainanco in rospoct of land and improvo­
mente and whoro opplicnblo, prompt poymont of rotos and texos; nnd not sny anD 
of them. The Ministry of Lands in practice have intorprsted tho law to requir~ 
an alienator to satisfy all tho conditions. This amondmont clarifies the 
position. 

Section 3 of tho Ragulation onables an alienator to continuo in possession 
of land until such timo as a leaso is enterod into, or payment is rocoived for 
improvemonts evon whure tho land is undevelopod. It is felt that with respect to 
undevoloped land, the custom owners should be allowed to entor into possession 
immediatoly and not wait for tho making of a 10as8 with an alienator. Section 3 
is amended by this Act to add a proviso to tho soction, depriving an olienator 
from occupying undevolopod land, but without projudicing his entitlement to entor 
into a leoso. 

Thoro oro many plantations, particularly in Santo, which aro not occupied 
by alienators and arc not being maintainod. Thoy hovo in fact boon abandoned by 
alionators. Scction J of tho Rogulation is amondod by this Act, to enable the 
Ministor to tako ovor tho goneral managemont and control of such land so as to 
conservo and protect tllO land on behalf of the custom owners. 

fEBRUARY, 1981. 
T. RUEBEN SERU 
MINISTER or LANDS 
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THE LAND REFORrl (AMENDMENT) ACT No.6 OF 1981 
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU -------------------

THE lflND I1EFORM ( M1ENDr1ENT) ACT No. OF 1981 

Amendment of 
JR. 31 of 
1980. 

Commencement. 

To provido for amendments to tho Land Reform Rogulation No.31 
of 1980. 

Bo it onacted by the Presidont and P2rliament as follows :-

1 • 

2. 

Tho Land Reform Rogulation No.31 of 1980 is amended 
as follows :-

(a) In Section 1, in paragraph (2) of the definition 
of 'alienator', 

(i) at the end of paragraph 2 'i) 'the word 'or' 
shall be deleted, and the word 'and' 
substitutod therefor. 

(ii) at the end of paragraph 2 (ii) the word ~or' 
shall bo doleted, and tho words 'and, where 
applicable,' substitutod therefor. 

(b) In Soction 3 by adding tho following proviso at 
the end thoreof, 

'Provided that where such land is undeveloped land, 
an alienator,wllhoclt preJudico to his right to enter 
into a lease of that land, shall not be entitled 
to romain on such land.' 

(c) In Section 8 (1), 

(i) by adding tho word 'or' at the and of 
paragraph (b); 

(ii) by adding tho following new paragraph, 

'(c) not occupied by an alienator, and 
which in the opinion of the Minister 
is inadequately maintained.' 

This Act shall be deemod to havo come into operation 
on tho 31st day of July, 1980. 
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