.

NS aN
-

9.
10.

11,
12,
13,
14,
15.
16,

17.
18,
19.
20.
21,
22,

23,

24,
25,
26,
27,
28,
29.

30.
3.
32,

33.
34,
35,
36.
37,
38,

REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

THE INTERPRETATION ACT No. O  0OF 19@

irrangomont of Soctions

PART 1 — PRELIMINARY

hpplication.

SPART 2 -~ MELNING OF CERTARIN EXPRESSIONS AND REFERENCES

Intorprototion of words end oxprossions,

: Grammatical variations.

Roforoncos to holdor of offico,.
Sorvico by post.

. Roforonceos tu tho Prosisont.
Roforonces to 'tho Ministor" and tho "Troasury,"

PART 3 ~ CTS OF PARLIAMENT AND STATUTORY ORDERS

Gonoral principlos of interpretation.
fects subiordinatu to Constitution,
foforence tu hcts and ardars.

Effoct of ropoal,

' Dofinition of statutoury ordors.
. Publication uf statutory ordors,

Communcemont of statutory ordors.
Gonocral Provisions rolating to statutory ordors.
Publication of ordors, otc; mado undor tho Constitution.

PART 4 -~ POWERS (NO DUTIES

Exorcisc of powur Lotwoen publication and commencement of Acte.

Timo for oxurciso of powors.
Impliod powor.
Powoer to appoint includos powar to romove.

© Vowor to appoint mombor of board otc., temporarily.

Powaor tu aopuuint chairman otc.

Powur to appuint mombors includes powor to appoint alternatos or

toemporary mombors,

_ hppointmont Ly name or office,

Powor tu appoint porsons to act in officos.

Powor of majority.

Powors of cortain bodios not effectod by vacancy etc.
Exorcisc of powors in spocial circumstencos.

Exorciso of Ministers powor,

PAKT S - DIST/NCE AND TIME

Distance.
Timo,
Computatiuvn of timo otc.

PART 6 — MISCELLNANEQUS

Warrants otc, valid ot any day or tima.
Disposal of forfoits.

Penaltios prescribod, stated or impliod in Acts of Parliamont.

Forms not void for insubstantial dofects,
Foos,
Change in dosignation of public office,.
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39. Porson tou couasc to hold offico when disquolified or no longer qualified.
40, Ex-officio proccoedings not to abato on dooth otc.

41, fct bindince on Guvornmont.

42, Ropual.

S CHEDULE (Section 2)
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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

THE INTERPRETATION ACT No. 9 0OF 198

To provide for tho interprotation and construction of the
icts of Parliamunt, subsidiary logislation, othor laws and
documonts.

Bo it unactod by the Proaidbnt and Parliament as follows i-

PLRT 1 -~ PRELIMINARY

Application. 1. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, this
: Act shall apply for the construction and ~
interpretation of -

(a) Acts of Parliament and stotutory orders
: including this Act and Acts enacted before
! tho commencemont of this Actg

(b) for the construction and interpretation of
orders or by-laws mado by bodies or perscns
ompoworad by Parliament to make orders or
by-louws}

(c) for the construction and interprstation of

documents and writings purporting to give
rights or imposc obligations on any personj and

(d) in all other caosos where its provisions are
rolavant and copeble of being applied.

(2) Wwhere -
(a) it is oxpressly provided that the Act or any
of its provisions shall not apply; or

t
i (b) therc is something in the subjoct or context
! incansistont with the application of this
Act or any provision hsreof, this Act or ths
provision as tho case may bo shell not epply.

: PART 2 = MEANING OF CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS AND REFERENCES

Interpretation 2, Tho uwords and axpressions in the Schedule shall
of words and have the meenings given to them.
oxprassions.,
!
Grammatical 3. (1) UWhore any word or expression is defined in an Act

variations. of Parliamoent, the definition shall extend to the
: grammatical variations of the word or expression.

: (2) UWords and oxpressions importing the masculine
gendsr shall include tho feminine and vice versa.

(3) UWords and oxprossions in the singular, shall
includu tho plural ond vicoe vorsa.
000/2.




Referencos 4,
to holder
of offiice.
Service 5.
by post.

!

i

l

t
Roforences to G,

tho Prosidont.

loferonces to 7.
"the Ministor"

and tﬁo

"Troasury."

(2)

A rofsrence to the holder of an office by the
terms dosignating his office shall be-construed
as meaning the pereon for the time being lawfully
heolding, acting in or performing ths functions

of that office.

Where any Act of Parliament authorises or requires
any document to be served given or sent by post,
the service shall bo considered effacted by
properly addressing, propaying and posting by
roglstored post the document to ths last knoun
postal address of the porson on or to whom tho
document is to sarved given or sent and, unless
the contrary is proved, shall bo considered to
have bean offoctod at tho time at which the
document would be dalivorod in the ordinary
course of the post,

F roferonce to tho Prosidont (howover oxpressod)
shall bc constrund as o refsrence to the President
of the Republic for tho time being.

A roforence to "tho Minister" shall be construed
ns a referonco to tho Minister for tho timoe being
responsible for the mattor in connection with
which the referonco is mado.

h roferonce to "“the Troeasury" shall bs construad
as a roference to tho Minister for the tims being
rosponsible for finance and any public officer
doputed by him to exercise powers or perform
functions or dutics in relation to tho mattor in
connection with which the referenco is mods.

PILRT 3 - ACTS OF PARLIAMENT AND STATUTORY ORDERS

Genaoral 8.
orinciples of
interprotation,

Acts | 9.
Subordinate

to the

Constitution.

Roforohco to
Acts and 0Ordors,

(1)

(2)

(1)

4in Act shall be considored to be remedial and
shall receive such fair and liberal construction
and interpretation as will best ensure the
attainment of the object of the Act eccording to
its true intent, meaning and spirit.

Evory Act shall be road and construed subject to

tho Constitution end where any provision of an
Act conflicts with a provision of the Constitution

tho latter provision sholl prevail.

Where a provision in an Act conflicts with a
provision in the Constitution the Act shall
novertholoss bo valid to the extent that it is
not in conflict with the Constitution.

A general roforonce ko Acts of Parliamant shall
bo construsd as including i1~
(a) o general reforonce to any Joint Rogulation

or any of thosc Joint Rougulatiocns includod
000/30




Effoct: of 1.
repeali

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(1)

(2)

-3 -

in a revisod edition of ths laus .of Vanuatu
and redesignated as an Act when: ~aQ included;
and

(b) oxcept in Part 3 of this Act and the Acts of
Parliamont Regulation, & ganesral reference
to statutory ordors,

A genoral referenco to statutory orders shall be
construsd as including a gonsral refaerence to any
proclametions, rules, regulations, by-lous,
orders or other instruments having legislativs
gffoct which worc made before the commencement

of this Act and also any of them included in a
rovisad edition of the laws of Venuatu and
redesignated as statutory orders when so included.

A roferenco to a particuler Act of Parliament
shall be construod os including a reference to
that Act as amended from time to time and to any
statutory orders mads thereundser.

i rofsrence to a particular statutory order
shall boe construsd as including a roforenco to
that order as omended from time to time.

In this soction tho exprossion '"general referenca"

usod in roelotion to Acts of Parliament and
staetutory orders moans any reference to Acts of
Parliament or stotutory orders (ecither in the
singular or the plural and howover expressed)
oxcept o refersnce to o particular Act or ordor
or to particular Acts or ordors.

wheros any Act of Parliomont rapsals any Act, the
ropoal shall not -

(2) revivo anything not in forco or existing at
the time at which tho repoal takes sffect; or

(b) effect the previous oposration of the enaoctment
so repealed or enything duly done or suffercd
under it; or

(c) affect any right, privilege, obligation or
liability acquired, accruesd or incurred
under any enactment soc repoaled; or

(d) affect any penalty forfeiture or punishmoent
incurred in reapsect of any offsence committed
against any enactment so repealed;

(e) affect any invostigation, legal procesding
or remady in respect of any such right,
pravilegse, obligation, liasbility, penalty,
forfeiture or punishment, and any. such
investigation, legal proceeding or remedy
may be continusd or enforced, and any such
penalty forfeiture or puniehment may be
imposed, as if tha ropealing Act ‘had". not
besen paaeed.

Upon the oxpiry of an Act of parliamont this
soction ehall apply as if the Act .had beon

repealad. ' LT




Definition
of statutory
order.'

Jublication
of statutory
ordersl,

t
|
!

Commoncamont
of statutory
orderq.

General
provisions
rulating to
statutory
orders.

12.

13.

14,

15.

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(1)

WYhereo an Act of Porliament that hae‘been emandsd
by another Act is repoaled the repseal &hall
include all the provisions in the other Act that
amended the repoaled Act,

Where en Act of Parliasment confers. on the President
e Minister or any other authority a powar to make
or a powoer exercisable, by making. proclamatione,
rules, ragulations, - by-laws, orders. or etatutory
ordors, any documont by which that pouor is’
exorcised shall be known as a statutory order

and the provisicns of this Act shall apply

thereto accordingly.

Every statutary order shall be publishad in the
Gazette and shall be judicially noticed.

Subject to the provisions of this soction -

(a) tho commoncement of a statutory order
shall bo such date as is provided in or
under the order or where no date 1is so
provided the date of its publication as
notified in tho Gozottej

(b) every statutory order shell coms into force
immediatoly on the expiration of the day
next preceding its commencement.

A statutory order may bo made to oporato
retrospectivoly to any date that is not carlier
than the commencomont of tho Act under which
the order is made .except that no person shall
be made or sholl become liable to any penalty
in respect of any oct committed or the failure
to do eny thing before the date on which such
order was published in the Gazstte.

A statutory order made and published on the date
of commencemont of the Act undser which the order
is made shall come into force simultansously
with that Act unless tho order gives a later
date or time of commencoement.

Roforancoe in this section to the commencement cf
the Act under which a statutory order is made
shall, where different provisions of that Act

come into forco on different dates, be construed
as refarence to tho commencement of tha,particulor
provision undor which the instrument is mada.

The provisions of this sesction shall be without
prejudice to tho operation of soction 17. '

Any reforence in a statutory ordor to "thes Acth
shall be construed as a refaronce to the Act
undor which tho ordor ies moado,.

veo/5e
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t
Publication 16,
of orders, otc
made under
Constitution,

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(1)

(2)

-5 =

Unloss otherwise provided terms- and expressions
used in a stotutory order shell have thao same
moaning as in tho Act undor which the ordar is
made,

AR stetotury order may at any time be amendad by
the euthority by which it was made, or by any
other authority lawfully replacing that authority.

Any provision of a statutory order uhich is
inconsistont with any provision of any Act of
Parliamont (including tho Act undor which the
ordor was mado) shall be void to tho extent of
tho inconsistoncy.

Unless tha anabling Act otherwise provides a
statutory order may provide in rospect of any
contravention thoreof that the offender shall bo
liablo to a fino not oxcoeding 20,000 FNH or to
a torm of imprisonment not oxceseding one ysar or
to both such fine and imprisonment.

An act donc undeor or by virtue of or in pursuance
of a statutory ordor shall be doomed to be done
under or by virtuc of or in pursuanca of theo Act
conforring power to mako the order.

Every statutory ordor shell be considered to beo
made under all powors thorounto onabling, whsther
or not it purports to be mado in oxorcise of a
particular powor or particular powars.

Section 11 of this Act shall apply on thse
revocation of a statutory order as.it applics on
tho raopeal of an Act of Parlicment. .

£11 Constituticnal Ordors shall bo published in
the Gozette and shall bo judicially noticed.

In this soction "Constitutionol Orders" means any
ordars or declarations made in exarclse of a power
conferrod by the Constitution on the Preosident,
the Council of Ministors or aony other person or
body except a court.

; PRT 4 — POWERS AND DUTIES

Exercise of 17.
powsr betwoen
publication

and commoncoment

of Acts.

!
i

i

Where by an Act of Parlicment which is not to come
into force immediately on tho publicetion thersof
there is conferrod -~

(a) a power to mako or a powser exerciéab;a by
making atatutory.ordara;

(b) o powsr to meka oppointmenta; or.

(c) o power to do ‘ony.:.other.thing for the
purposes of tho Rotj ,

such power may be exorcised at any tima, on or
oftor tha doto of publication of the Aot but no
order, appointmont or thing made or- dona undar

“ves/60




i such powsr shall have effect until the commencemant
| of the Act unless it is necesssary to bring ths Act
into operation,

i

Timo fbr 18, where an Act of Parliament confers any pousr or f’
exorciga imposas any duty, the power may bes exarcised and il
of powars, tho duty shall be performed from timo to time as

| cccasion requires.
| v

P
Impliod 19. Where an Act of Parliasment confers a powser on any
powser,! person to do or enforca the doing of any act or
: thing all such powers shall be understood to be
also given os areo reasonably nocessary to enable
the person to do or enforce the doing of the act

f or thing.
Power to 20. where an Act of Parliamont confers powsr on any
appoint authority to make any appointmont that euthority
includos shall also have powor (subjoct to any limitotions
powor to or qualifications which offoct the power of
ramovo} appointmont) to romove, suspond, reappoint or
j roinstato any person appointed in the oxercise
| of the pouwer.
Power to 21. whers by an Act of Parliament a power is conferred
appoint on any authority to appoint any poerson to bs a
mombar, of mombor of any board, commission, committes or
board atc. similar body, that authority may, if during any
tomporarily. period owing to ebsenco or inability to.act from
illness or any othor .couse any momber so appointed
is unable to act as such appoint somoc other person
to act temporarily for such member during the

period of absonce or inability.

Powor to 22, Where by an Act of Parliaoment o power is conforred
appoint “on any authority to appoint the mombers of any
chairman board, commission, committee or eimilar body, that
otec. authority may appoint a chairmen and a secrotary

| of such board, commission, committoo or similar

: body.
Powsr to 23. where any board, tribunel, commission, committoe or
appoint similar body is sstablished by or under any Act,
membars any person who ia empowered by such Act to appoint
includas any or all of the members thoreof may ~
powsr to (2) appoint ons or morse duly qualified persans
appoint to be altornato membors of the same, end eny
alternatos one such elternate membor may attend eny
or temporary meoting of tho sams when a substantive
membars . member is temporarily uneble to-attand for

‘ any reasonjg

f (b) appoint e duly qualified person to'be.a

! temporary momber of the same in-ths place. of

! ony substontive mombor who ise precludad by

illness, aobsence from Uanuatu*or:eny_ot;er
| ~ eod/7.




Appointmont 24,
by namo or
OffiC@o

Powar to 25,
appoint

porsons to

act in

officas.

couse from exercising his functions as such,

and whon attending any meeoting of auch~board,
tribunal, commission, committes or -gimilar body
such alternate or tamporary member. shall hs
considered for all purposes to be a. mamber of
the sams.

Where by en Act of Parliament any authority is
empowered to appoint s person -

(a) to exercise ony. power or perform any dutys

(b) to bs a membsr of any board, commission,
committee or similar bodyj or

(c) to bo or to do any other thing,

that authority may make tho appointmont either

by appointing a person by name or by eppointing
the holdor of an office by the toerm designaeting
his offico and any such eppointmomt of the holder
of an offico shall be construsd as the appointment
of the person for tho time being lawfully holding
acting in or performing the functions of that
offica.

(1) uwhoro en Act of Parliament confers power to maks

(2)

(3)

(4)

an appointment to an office and in respect of
that office -

(e) there is e vacancyj or
(b) tho holdor of tho offico is suspoendsdj or
(c) the holdoer of tho office is -

(1) on leavo of absance}

(11) aobsont from tho countryj

(1141) out of spoody and effective communication

(iv) otherwise unable to pserform or is nat
readily available to perform the duties
of his office

the powoar to appoint includes power, subject to
subsoction (2) to sppoint enother person to act
in that officae,

The power provided for by subsection (1) is
exorcisable only subject to any conditions to
which the exercise of the original power was or
would be subjsct.

An acting appointmant may be mede in anticipation
of all or any of the c¢ircumatances. apecified in
subsaction (1) and, unless it oxpires or is
revoked the acting eppointment ahall continua to
operato from.time to timo in: accordancs with ite
torms.

In subssction (1) "offico" includes position,

000/8'




Power of 26,
mo jority.

27. (1)

Puwurs of
cortain budius
nut affectud

by vacancy utc.

(2)

(3)

txurcise uf 24,
coWuls in

spuclial

circumstoncus.

Exorcisoc of 29,
Ministors

NOWAT .

where by an Act of Parliaement any act or thing
may or is roquired to be dono by more than tuwo
porsons a majority of them may do it.

finy body to which this ssction applios may act
notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership and
its procoudings shall not bo invalidated by -

(a) thu prosonco or participation of any porson
not ontitled to bs present thersat or to
participete thoroinj; or

(b) eny minor irregularity in tho convoning or
conduct of any mooting,

Tho bodigs to which this section applies cre -
(a)

o Local Goveornmont Council and any committeo
of such councilg

similar
the
of any

(b) @ Municipal Council, Arca, villago or
council ustablisheod under tho lew for
time baeing in forco and any committoo

such council;

any bioard, commission or similar body
(whother curporato or unincorporato)
ostablishod by an Act of Parliamont.

scction shall bo considarod always to have

in forco -

in raspoct of tho bodios to which it
applios; and

This
baan

(o)

in tho casc of a body montioned in
paragraph (a) ond (b) of subsoction (2)
in rospoct of any council or committoe
theroof cstablished in thc arca whoro
that body is ostablishsd befora that
budy cams into oxistence.

(b)

Where any hct of Parliament confers any powor or
imposus any Juty ugon thu holdor of cny public
sffice and oithor -

(a)
(L) no person has boeon appointod to dischargo
tho functions of that officoj

that offico has Lcon abolished; or

thuso powurs and dutics may Lo oxgrcisod or

porformed -~

(i) 4in tho case of making subsidiery
logislation, by tho Prime Ministerj and
(1) in eny othor case, by tho holder of

such othar public office as the
president may by order direct.

wherc a powcr is conforred on a Minister by &an
fict of Parliaomont -

(a)

tho oxorcisu of tho powor may be signified
undor thu hand of eny Ministerj and

ees/9.




Distahco.

[

Timao,.:

I
(
i

Computation
of timo otc.

(b) the Ministor who signifies the exsrcise
of tho power shall be deemed to bs the
Minister for tho time being authorised
to oxorcise it,

PERT S - DISTANCE AND TIME

30.

32, (1)

(2)

(3)

Any distance to boe moasured for the purposss of
an Act of Parlicment shell be measursd in a
straight line on & horizontal plane,

Whoro any oxpression of time occurs in an Act of
Parliamont tho timo reforred to shell signify the
standard time of Vanuatu which, unless the
Prosident proscribos othoruisc by statutory order
shall be olovon hours in advance of Greocnwich
Moantime.

In computing time for tho purpose of an Act of
Parliamant -

(2) a poriod of deys from tho happoning of an
svont or tho doing of any aect or thing
shall be oxclusivo of tho day in which the
avont happons or tho act or thing is donej

(b) 4if tho last day of a period is a Sunday or
o public holiday (which days arc in this
saction roforrod to as oxcludad days) tho
poeriod shall include ths next following
day, not boing an excludod days

(¢) whore any act or proceaeding is directed or
allowod to be dono or taken on a cortain
day, then, if that day happens to boc an
excluded day, the act or proceeding shall
be considered as done or taken in dus time
if it is dons or taoken on the next following
day that is not an oexcluded dayj

(d) where any act or procceding is dirocted or
allowed to be done or taken within eny timo
not exceediny six days, excluded daye shall
nat bo reckonod in tho computation of time.

Whore no time is prescribed or allowad within
which anything shell be done, such thing shall bo
done without unreasonable delay and as often as
due occasion arisas.

Where by an Act of Parlioment a time is prescribed
for doing any act or teking any proceeding and
power is given to a court, or other authority to
extend such time, such powsr may be exercissd by
tho court or other authority although the
application for ths exorcise thereof is not made
until after the expiration of the time prescribed.,

000/10.




PART

6 — MISCELLANEQOUS

srrants etc. 33,
111d at any
1y or timao.

|

i
igposal of] 34,
srfeits.

sraltios A,
ricscribed,

titod or

aplicd in

cto of

rrliamost,

Corms not 3.
Jo1a for

insubbstantial

Jutfuycts, i

I
'

Fous. I 37.

Any summons, notice, warrant or other process may
be issusd, served or oxccuted and any arrost,
search or seizure may be carried out or mads on
any day, whother a public holiday or not, and at
any hour of the day ar night.

(1) whero under any Act of Parliament any animal or
anything is adjudged by any court or other
aguthority to be forfeited it shall be forfeited
to tho Republic and the net proceeds thersof, if
it is ordorod by a competont authority to bo sold,
shall be paid into the Rovenue Fund.

(2) Nothing in this scction shall affect any provisions
- in any Act whoreby any portion of any fine or
forfoit or of the proccods of any forfoit is
oxpressed to be rccovorable by any persaon or may bo-._
grantod by any authority to any person.

(3) Any fino or pocuniary pcnalty imposad under an
fct of Perliamont shall bo paid into the Rovonue
Fund,

(1) Where in an Act of parliamant, a peonalty is
prescribod for an offonco against that Act such
punalty shall, unless tha contrary intontion
appoars, be tho maximum ponalty.

(2) Whoro in an Act of Perliamont a ponalty is statoed
at the ond of a soction or subscction croeting an
of fonce without furthor words that shall be the
prescribed ponzalty and wherc both a fine and term
of imprisonmont arc stated thay ahall in the
discretion of the court bo alternctive or
cumulative penaltios end the torm of imprisonment
may be imposod in dofault of paymont of the fina.

(3) Whore an hct of parliomont omits to proscribe a
ponalty for an offonco croated by tho Act or for
a contravontion of o provision of the Act the
penalty shall be & fine of VT 5,000 or
imprisonment for ono yoar or both.

Whoero any form is prescribod by an Act of
parliamont a document which purports to be in such
furm shall not bo void by roason of any devietion
thorefrom which does not affect the required
substance of such documont or which is not
calculatod to misleoad.

(1) UWhore an Act of Parliament confors power on any
person to prescribe feos or charges, the order
prescribing such foes or chargos may provide for
all or any of the following mattors -

(n) tho imposition eithor gonerally or undor

gpocific circumstancos of - /11




ange in ! 38,
signation
public |
fica. :

|

1
!
|
|
|

p Jrson to | 39,
80 tu held
"fice whon
isqualified
r no longbr
valified,
?
x=afficio! 40,
rccoodings
ot to ebato

n death stc.
. 1

v I——

(2)

(3)

- 11 -

(i) spocific foos or charges; or

(11) maximum or minimum (or meximum
and minimum) fess or charges; or

(iii) no fee or chargej

(t) the reduction, waiver or refund (in whole
or in part) of any such fess or chargss,
githor upon the happening of a ceortain
gvent or in the discraetion of a specified
person,

Where any roduction, walvor or refund (in uhole
or in part) of any fee or chargeo is providsed for,
such reduction, waivor or refund may be expressed
to apply or bo applicablo either generally or
spocificaolly -

(a) in rospoct of cortain matters or transactians
or classos of mcttors or transactions;

(b) in rospoct of cortain documonts or classses
of documonts;

(c) whon any event happons or coascs to happsen;

(d) 4in rospoct of certain porsons or clossas of
parsons; or ’

(¢) in rospect of any combination of such matters,
transactions, documonts, gvents or paersons,

and may bo oxprosscd to apply or be applicablo
subject to such conditions as may boc specified
in tho instrument or in the discretion of any

person specifiod therein.

Faes and charges imposed by an Act of Parliament
shall when collected be paid into the Revenus Fund.

If the Minister is satisfiad that a changs in the
dosignation of a public of fice has been or is
about to be mads, he may by statutory order
doclare the new designation and appoint a day

on which the change shall takc offect and from
the day so appointed any raeferonce to the former
designation shall be construed as a refsrence to
the dosignetion declarod in the ordsr.

where e porson holds an offica and circumstancas
ariso such that if ho worse not holding that office
ho would either bo disqualified from being
appointed to it or not qualified to be appointed
to it ho shall coaso to hold that office.,

Any civil or criminel proceadings tekon by or
against any person in virtuoc of his office shall
not be discontinucd or abeted by his death,
resignetion, absonce or romoval from office, but
may be carried on by or against, as tho caea may
r~  +hn naraon for the timo boing lawfully
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holding, acting in or psrforming the'§Unctiona
of that office.

This Act shall bind the Governmsnt.

The Interpretation end General Clauses Ragulation
Queens Regulation Cap, 1 is repsaloed,

SCHEDULE (section 2)

npct" and "Act of Parlioment" used with referance
to legislotion means o law made by Parliament;

nact" used with reforence to an offence or civil
wrong includes a sories of acts, and words which
refer to acts done shall extond to illegal
omissions;

nadult" means & person who has attained tho agse
of 18 years;

"administrative officer" mesans a District
Commissioner, an assistont District Commissionor
and any public officer or class of public officer

declarod by the Prime Minister by statutory order
to be an administrative officer or administrative

officers}
uaircreft? includes svaory description of craft
used in aerial navigationj

namend" includss ropoal, revoks, rescind, cancsl,
replace, add to or vary and the doing of any two

or morg of such things simultancausly in the same
written laouw;

nattorney Gonersl" means the Attorney Gensral of
Vanuatu;

vauditor Ganersl" means the auditor General of
Vanuatu;

ncabinet" means the Council of Mministers established
by the Constitution;

vcalendar year" means o period of twelve months
ending on the last day of a monthj :

nchief Justice" means the Chief Justice of the
Suprema Court of Vanuatus '

ncitizen" moons o citizen of Vanuatuj
n"cain" means any coin lagally'Current-in‘vanUatu;

wgommencement” used with reference to en-Act of
parliament means ths date on which the ‘Act -comas
into operation; ' '

nRevenue Fund" moane tho Revenue Fund of Vanuatuj

la ~
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wconstitution® means the Constitution of Vanuatuj

veontravens" in relation to any requirementor
condition preacribedlin any Act of_Parliameht or
in any grent, permit, leave, licence or authority
granted by or under any Act includes @ fajilure to
comply with that roquirement or conditiong

neourt" meens a court of competent Jurisdiction
in Venuatu whether provided for under the
Constitution or any lawj

nCourt of Appool" means tho Court of Appeal of.

Vanuatu established by parliament in accordance
with the Constitutionj

ncustom" means the customs and traditional
practicos of the indigenous peoples of Vanuatus

nDaputy Speaker' moans the Doputy Speaker of
pParliomont; ‘

npistrict" msans an administretive District of
Vanuatu;

document! means any publication and any mattor
written, oxprossed OT doscribed upon any substancs
by means of letters, charactors, figures or marks,
or by morc than ono of thoso means}

ngxport" means tako or cause to be taken out of
Vanueatu;

ufeinancial yoar" maons the poriod of tuolve
months onding on tho 31st day of Decomber in any

year or such othor poeriod of 12 months as the
fiinistor responsiblo for finance may by order

prescribe;

nforeign sorvice officor" mecns & person holding
or acting in an office in the foreign sarvice of

Vanuatu;s

npunction" includos power, duty and responsibility
and vice versag

nGazetts" means the Vanuatu Gazette & supplement
to tho Gazetto or 8 Gazatte Extraordinarys
ngazettod! means publishod in the Gazettey
ngovernmant" meens the fovernmant of Venuatuj

"import" means to bring or cause to be brought
into Vanuatuj;

"immovable property" moans -

(a) land, whether covared by water OT nots

(b) aony estate right interest or pasement in
or over landj and

(c) things attached to 1and or permenently .
fastenod to anything attached to lend.

nInfant” and "minor" meacns @ person who has not
attained the aga of 18 ysarsj

"Jjudicial Committee' moans B committes consisting
of the Chief Justico as chairman, the Attorney
Gonaral and o logal practitioner oppointadiby tho
wi-1~+nn rnananaiblo for Justicej ‘ /14,
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"1and" includes any gstate or interest .inm land, .
all things growing on land and houses,: buildings™
and land covered by waters;

nmagistrate” moans @ magistrete of any grade
appointed under the low;

npastor" used with roference to a ship means any
person (except o pilot or harbour master) having.
for the tims being control or charge of the ships

"maedical officer” means 8 medical practitioner in
the servico of tho Governments

nmadical practitione
or licensed in Vanua
including o dentist

r" means a person registersd
tu as o medical practitionsr
under the law for the time

being in forco subject,

in tho case of & porson

so licensed, to the torms &an

d conditions of his

licences

uminister"™ moans a minister of the Government
including the Primo Minister and whors in any Act
roference is mads to ngho Minister" it shall maan
the Minister for the time boing rosponsible for
matters under that pct or any Minister acting on

his behalfy
"ministry" means 8 ministry of the Governmentj

"month" means o month rockoned occording to the
Grogorian calandar;

nmovoable propsrty" moans proporty of ovary
doscription oxcopt immoveable property;

"municipality" moans 2 municipality in Vanuatu
ostablishad by louwj

"ogath" and waffidavit™ in the case of persons

for the timoc being allowed by law to affirm or
daclare instead of swearing includes affirmation
and declaration and "swear" in tho like cas88,
includes affirm and declarej

ngccupy" in tho casg of land includes usa, 1nhabib§
bo in possession of the land oT promises to which
the word rolates othorwise than as a servant

or for tho care OT chargo thereof;

ngmbudsman" means the ombudsman appointed under
the Constitution;

nparliament" means tho Parliaement of Vanuatuj
"poreson” includes any statutory body, company or

association or body of persons corporate or
uynincorporate; ‘

npolice officer” means @ member of a policé-fqrce
gstablished by Act of Parliament; '
npower" includes any privilege authority or
discrotion;j

nprescribed" means prescribed by statutory orderl
by or under the act in which thad word. occursj
wprosident" means tho prosidont of tho Republic
of Vanuatuj )

VALK
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"property" includes :-
(a) Money, gooda, choses in action and landj and

(b) obligations, sasoments and svery description
or satato, intorest and profit, pressnt or
future, arising out of or incident to
property as defined in paragraph (a).

"public Accounts Committoes" moans ths committes
of that nemce sstablished by Parliamentj

"nublic holiday'" means a day declaroed to be a
public holiday in Vanuatu under ths law for the
time bsing in force;

npyblic Prosacutor" mocans tho Public Prosecutor
of Vanuatuj '

"pyblic Officer™ means a porson in the service of
the Government whothor or not appointed by tho
Public Ssrvico Commission;

"public place" and "public premisaes" includes any
public road and any building, place or convoeyance
to which, for tho time being, the public are
ontitled or permitted to have access cithor
without any condition or upon condition of meking
any payment, and any building or place which is
for the timoe being usod for any public or
religious meetings or essembly or as an apen
court;

"public roed" includes eny road, highway, market
place, square, strect, bridge or other way which
is used by the public whether by lewful right

or by usage;

"pyublic Solicitor" means the Public Solicitor
appointod undor the Constitution;

"rogistered" usecd with reforénca to a document
means registered under the provisions of the
law for theo time being appliceble to the

registration of such documents;
"soublication" moans -
(a) oll written and printed matter;

(b) eny record, tope, wire, parforated roll,
cinematograph film or other contrivance
by meens of which any ‘wordse or idsas may
bo mochanically, slectronically or
eloctrically produced, reproduced,
represented or conveysdj

(c) onything whethor of e similar nature to the
forsgoing or not, containing eny viaible.
representation, or by its form, shape, oz
in any menner, capable of producing,
reproducing, repressnting or conuaying
words or ideas; and _

(d) overy copy and reproduction’ of any publication

as defined in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c). of
this definition;
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npulas of court™ used in roelation to a court
means rules, orders, or other legislative R

instruments for regulating the practice and

procedurs of such court made by the suthority
having for the tims being the power to do 80}

nggll" includes bartor, exchange, offer for sale
and exposs for salej

"ghip" includes evary doscription of vassel -used
in water navigation not exclusively propelled by
cars or paddles}

ngign" used with referenca to & person who is
unable to sign his neme includes “mark;"

nspoaker" means the Spoaker of Parliement;
ngtate" means the Republic of Vanuatuj

ngubordinate court" moans a court other than the
Supreme Court or Court of Appeolj;

ngurname" includes a clan or family namej;
nyanuatu" moans the Republic of Vanuatuj

nyossol" includes any ship or boat or other
doscription of vessecl usad in water navigationg

myill" includes codicilj
nyords" includos figuros and symbols}

"yriting" includes printing, photography,
1ithography, typowriting and any other way of
representing or reproducing words -in visible form;

wyritton law" means tho Constitutdon, Acts of
parliament, statutory orders and -any other
logislative snactmonts or legislative instruments
having effoct in Vanuatuj

nyear" means o year rockoned'uccording to the
Grogoran calendar,




