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DOGS ORDINANCE 1966
1966, No.25

o ge to provide for the registration and eontrol of
bﬁ?‘ana the liability for injuries and damage caused by

ogs (28 Juve 1966).

ghort Title and commencement - (1) This Ordinance may
sited as the Fiue Island Dogs Ordinance 1966.

© {2) Except as provided in section 21 of this
r&mmeﬂﬂwﬂmMmormthwﬂ,muommmm
hall come into force on the first day of July, 1966,

. Arrangement of Ordinance - This Ordinance 1is
pranged as ?oIIows:

part I - Preliminary, (Sections 1 to 3.)
Part II - The Registrar. (Sections 4 to 6,)
part TII - Reglstration. (Sectiona 7 to 19.)
Part IV - Total number of Dogs on Niue subject
to Control, (Sections 20 to 21.)
Part V - Liability for injuries or damage
" caused by Dogs. fSeetions 22 to 24,)
Part VI - Misoellaneous Provisions. (Sections
25 to 32.)

[rhis section has been révised. References to
introdustory notes have now been ineluded 1in the Anaiysls.]

_3; Interpretation - In thls Ordinance unless the

“context otherwlse reguires -

(a) "chlef Officer of Police" means the Chief officer of
Police of Niue:

"oomptroller” means the Comptroller of Customs for
Niue appointed under the authority of the
(Customs Act 1966]:

"ixecutive Cowmittee" meany the Executilve Committee
?fsgﬁue established by [section Q of the Niue Act
9661 :

"Owner" {of a dog) lncludes every person who -

(1) Has the dog in his keep, care, custody,
charge, or possession for the time belng,
whether the dog 1s at large or io
confinement; or

(11) Occupies any dwelling, business premises
or other place in which the dog 13 usually
harboured or permitted to remain; and

"to own" has a corresponding meaning:

"public motice" in relation to any act, matter, or
thing réquired to be publicly notified means the
making of the act, wmatter, or thing generally
known in Niue by afiy practicable or cugtomary
means, whether in additlon to publication in the
¥iue Island Gazette or not: .

"Public place™ inmcludes any place to which the
public *have access whether as of right or not!
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"Registration label" means the label deseribed in
Bubsection (1) or section 8 of thig Ordinance :

"Restdent Commissioner" means the Resldent
Commisatoner of Niue:

"Vehicle" means any vehicle within the meaning of
the Niue Islangd Transport Ordinance 1965;

"Year" means g perlod of twelve months conmenaing
on the rirst day of Aprii in each year ang )
ending with the 31st day of Mareh then next
ensuing.

{b) Subject to the provisions of aragraph (a) of this
séction terms defined in the FNiue Act 1966) have
the meaning so defined,

[The Customs Aot 1966 has been substitutes for the
Customs Aot 1913, section 9 of the Niue Act 1966 hgs been
substituted for Bection 9 of the Cook Islands Atmendment
Act 1964 and the Niue Act 1966 has been substituted for the
Cook Islands pct 1915 ang Amendments, a8 ilndicated by the
words 1in 8quare brackets, these enactments being the
corresponding enactments in force at the date of this
reprint, )

PART II - THE REGISTRAR

S s S NAGISTRAR )
4, Registrar ang Reﬁiatration Office - (1) The duttes of
the Reglstrar un er 8 Urdinance shall form part of the
duties of the Chier Officer of Police,

{(2) The Chief 0fficer of Police shall be deemed to be
"the Registrar" within the meaning of this Ordinance:

Provided that any reference in this Ordinance to the
Reglstrar shali be construed to ineclude reference to every
officer of pollce performing the duties or Regiatrar unger
this Ordinance on behalf and under the authority of the
Chief Officer or Police, :

{3) The office of the Chier Officer of Police shall
be deemed to be the office of the Reglstrar for the -
purposes of this Ordinance.

5. Prinu?l duties of Registrar - The privneipasl duties
of the eglatrar shall Ge:

{(2) To keep at his office a register for the
purposes of this Ordinance;

(b) To make in the register the entries required
by this Ordinance;

(c) To receive ang record all registration fees
and any othep money payable at hig offige
under this Ordinance, .

6. Reﬁister = (1) The pages of the register shall pe
divige nto columns undep headings indicating the entries
required to bhe made by the provisions of paragraph (b) or
subsection (2} of gsection 9 of this Ordinance.
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2) The reglster shall be kept 1in book form or in
other form approved by the Resldent Commlssioner.

The register may be examined by ary person

ing offlce hours free of charge.

PART III - REGISTRATION
. pogs to _be registered - (1) No person shall own any
of“J.a greater age than six months for a period exceed-

surteen days unless the dog-is for the time being
jstered under the provisions of this Ordinance.

- .{2) Every cwner of sny such dog who does not apply
. registration of that dog on.or before the expiration
the period of fourteen days aforesald commits an

frence againat this Ordinance and shall he liable on con-
viotion to a fine not exceeding ten pounds {£10).

. (3} 1t shall be lawful for the owner of any dog to
have his dog registered before 1t attalns the age of six
juths and the Reglstrar shall not refuse registration on
the ground that the dog has not attained that age. )

8. Dog collars and regilstration labels - (1) There shall
be kept at The office ol the Reglstrar a supply of dog
¢ollars having a metal label securely afflxed to each
gollar numbered consecutively from number one ln each year
upwards and marked with the year for whiloh each collar is
1asued.

. {2) Every owner shall be entitled to receive a
collar, as provided in seation ¢ of this Ordinance, in
raespect of each dog which is being registered.

(3) Dupligate collars shall be issued on affirmation
that the original has been lost or stolen,

9. Mode of registration - (1) Applicatlon for every
reglstTation requlired under this Ordinance shall be made
by the owner, or by some person on his behalf, delivering
or giving at the office of the Registrar a description of
the dog and paying the prescribed registration fee and
other charges (if any) unless remitted pursuant to seactlon
19 of this Ordinance, with his application for
registration,

~ {2) On recelving every amount so payable the
Reglstrar shall:

(a) Issue a recelpt therefore and & ¢ollar
bearing the then available next number
in consecublve order, to be worn on the
neck of the dog;

{b) Reglster the dog by entering in the
reglater -

(1} The name and residence of the owner;
(11) The number of the registration label
. on the collar issued;
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(1i1) A description of the dog by which the
collar is to be worn including klnd
or breed, age, sex, colour, and other
distinguishing marks or pecularities
(1f any);

(1v) Sueb other particulars as the Realdent
Commissioner may from time to time
determine.

(3) Every peraon applying for the registration of a
dog, who knowingly inserts or omits, or knowingly causes or
permits to be 1lnserted or omitted in the deseription of the
dog to be reglstered any matter or thing contrary to or for
the purpose of concesling the truth or who wilfully makes
any false or misleading statement or material omisslon in
any Information supplied to the Registrar, commits an
offence against this Ordinence and shall be liable on con-
vietion to a fine not exceeding ten pounds (£10).

10. Effect of registration - Every registration when duly
made shall be deemed to be in force on the day ovn which 1t
1s made, and shall continue in force until the thirty-rirst
day of March then next ensuing.

11. Anpual registration - (1) Every regilstration shall be
again made on or before the fifteenth day of April of the
next ensulng year if the dog first registered is still
alive and kept on Niue at that time, and shall be agaln so
made from year to year.

(2) Every owner who does not apply for reglstration
op or before the fifteenth day of April of each year as
specified in subsection (1) of this section commite an
offence agalust this Ordinance and shall be liable on con-
viction to a fine not exceeding ten pounds (£10).

(3) The provisions of subsection (2) of sectlon 8,
section 9, and section 10 of this Ordinance shall apply.

12. Registration fees and other charges - (1) The fees
payable for the reglsiration of @ogs pursuant to section 7
or section 11 of this Ordinance shall be:
i a} for any one male dog, five shillings (5s);
b) for any one female dog, one pound {£1):

Provided that in respect of every first registration
which by the provisions of section 7 of this Ordinance is
ot required to be made until after the first day of
September in any yesr and applied for after that date, only
half the prescribed fees shall be payable in sach case,

(2) The charge for collars and duplicate collars
including registration labels shall be such amount of money
as the Resident Commissioner from time to time by public
notice may determine, and as far as not so determined the
charge for a collar as aforesald shall be deemed to be
included 1n the registration fee provided in subsection (1)
of this section and the charge for duplicate collars shall
be the amount of their cost to the Government.
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change of ownership - (1) Where the ownership of a
roglatered dog 18 cﬁangeg, the registration of the dog
all continue In forc¢e, but the nhew owner shall within
urteen days notify the Regilstrar of the c¢hange in owner-
ip, and the Registrar shall, without payment of any fee,
enter the name of the new owner in the register in
gubetitution for the name of the previcus owner.

" {2) Every person who falls to notify the Reglatrar
a9 aforesald commits an offence agailnat this Ordinance.

by the Reglstrar) the registration label affixed to the
¢ollar supplied in respect of that dog by the Registrar:

) Provided that nothing in this section shall be con-
“strued to authorise the wearing of any registration label

-by any dog other than the dog in reapect of which 1t was
1issued,

15, Offences in respect of re tatratton, collars and
. Tabeis = {T] Eve person commite &n orfence against
this OraInanae, who: v :

(a) Falsely makes or counterfeits or, knowing the
Bame to be falase or counterfeit, purchases,
uses, or has in his possession any label
resembling or apparently intended to reseimble
or pass for a registration label;

(b) Is the owner of any dog wearing a registra-
tion label 1asued in respect of another dog;
or

(c) Has his dog duly registered but allows 1t to

. be at larpge not wearing a collar having the
registratior label affixed thereto; or

{d) Wilfully abandons any dog, whether for the

urpose of avoiding registration or not;

(e) Fﬂemovea {except for the purposes of section

14 of this Ordinance) the registration label

affixed to the collar to be worn by his dog;

or

(f) Removes from the neck of any dog the collar
or the reglstration label required by this
Ordinance to be worn by that dog.

(2) If any dog 1s destroyed as provided in section 16
of this Qrdinance in consequence of the removal of the
collar or registration label specified in paragraph (f) of
subsection (1) of this section, every person responsible
for such removal may be ordered to pay to the owner the
full value of the dog so destroyed as determined by the
High Court in addition to any fine imposed.

[In subsecttion (1) a new paragraph (e) was substi-
tuted by section 2 of the Doga Amendment Ordinance 1966, ]

6. Dogs not waarins collar or suffering from diseases
e destroyed - ny o cer of police may

destrg do; 'f' 1

dog:

ma
¥ every dog round at large 1in any place, if that
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(a) Being a dog apparently over the age of six
months does not wear a collar bhaving the
registration label affixed thereto; or

{b) Being a dog of any age and whether wearlng
2 collar as aforesaid or not, is apparently
suffering from disease or neglect.

(2) Every officer of police may for the purposes of
this seotion enter any place at any time.

(3) Any person other than am offlcer of police
Pinding a dog apparently over the age of six months at
large in any place not being a public place without wearing
a collar having the registration label affixed thereto,
may, without being answerable to the owner, destroy the
dog if, on ressonable grounds he fears that the dog may
cauge damage to hia property.

17. Burden of proof - In any proceedings under this
Ordinance: )

(a) Any dog not wearing a2 collar having the
registration label affixed thereto shall,
unttl the contrary 1ls proved, be deemed
to be unregilatered; )

{v) Any dog wearing after the fifteenth day
of April in any year a collar having affixed
thereto the registration label issued for
the year preceding the then current year,
shall, until the contrary is proved, be
deemed to be not registered for the then
current year as prescribed in sectlon 11

. of this Ordinance (Annual Registration);

{¢) The proof that a dog has been duly reglstered
or does not require to be registered, shall
be on the defendant.

18. Imposition of fine not $o affect payment of fees -
The imposition by the High Court of any T%ne'?or Tfalling
to comply with the provisions of thia Ordinance relating

to reglstration shall not be construed as a release from
the payment of any fee or other charge due,

19, Remission and refund of fees - The Resldent Commis-
sioner may, ob grounﬁg of hardshlp, cauae the whole or any
portion of any fee payable under this Ordinance to be

_remitted or refunded.

PART IV - TOTAL NUMBER OF DOGS ON NIUE
S SURRECT 0 CONTROL

20. Importation of dogs restricted - (1) For the
purposes o is aectiog a dog shall be deemed to be
lmported into Niue 1f and as soon as in any manner what-

ever 1t 1s brought or come into Niue from parts beyond the
seas, . .

(2) It sball not be lawful to import any dog into

Nive from any country except, as provided in this section,
from New Zealand. : ’
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'(5) It shall not be lawful to import any dog tnto
n New Zealand except with the prior consent of the
cpoller in writing.

{4) Any such consent may be given subject to such
ygms"and'°°”d1t1°“5 as the Comptroller may 1impose and no
ioh consent shall be given unless the dog 1s gertified as

“free from disease by a veterinary surgeon registered
h the Veterinary Surgeons Board in New Zealand.

- (5) Every person who does not comply with the pro-
jjons of this section or with any terms or conditions
ﬁbaéd by the Comptroller under this section commits &n
trence against this Ordinance and shall be liable on con-
tion to a fine not exceeding ten pounds (£10).

(6) In addltion to any fine so imposed the High Court
y order that any dog imported in breach of the provisions
f this section shall be destroyed by the police or bhe
emoved from Niue,

{7) The owner of every dog imported into Niue for
ny period of time whatever shall, as regards that dog, be
-suibject in all respects to the provisions of this Ordinance:

Provided that the Comptroller may exempt the owner of
ny such dog from the duty to apply for registration who
enters Nlue as a visitor for a specified period of time and
proves to the satisfaction of the Compireoller that the dog
hds been registered In New Zealand pursuant to the Dogs
Registration Act 1955 for a period of time covering the
time of his visit to Niue and where any such exemption has
been granted the provisions of Part III of this Ordinance
(Registration) shall to the extent of that exemption be
- read subject to the provisions of this proviso,

21, Extermination of female pups - (1) It shall be the
duty oT every owner ol a blteh to destroy at birth all
female pups whelped -by such bitch.

(2) Every person who does not comply with the pro-
vislons of subsection (1) of this section commits an
offence against this Ordinance and shall be liable on con-
viation to a fine not exceeding ten pounds (£10} and, in
addition to any fivne so imposed, the High Court may order
that any pup not destroyed as provided herein, be
destroyed by the police, .

- {3) This section shall coms into foree on a day
Bpecified by thie Resident Commissioner; acting with the
etoncurrence of the Executive Committee, by publie notice
and, after sc coming into force, its operation may be
Suspended in the same manner and this section may again be
80 brought into-force or its operatlion so suspended, as
the case may be, from time to time as circumstances
require and shall be of no force or effect during any
period of suspension.

{This section had not been brought 1into foroe as at
1 January 1967, belng the date of this Reprint.]
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PART V - LIABILITY FOR INJURIES OR DAMAGE CAUSED BY DOGs

22, Dangerous dogs may be destroyed - Where complaint g
made to Eﬁe Chief OfTicer of Follice or the High Court thag
a dog, whethér at large or not, 1e dangerous and 1s not
kept under proper control, the High Court, 1f it i& satig-
fled as to the grounds of the complaint, may, in addition
to any fine that may be imposed under this grdinance,
order that the dog be destroyed by the Police.

23. DoEs attackin% Bﬁrsons or animals or rushing at
vehlcleg - ere any dog:

(a) Rushes at, or attacks, bites, startles, or
worrles any person or any kind of poultry
or animal being the property of any person
whereby such person, poultry or animel 1s
kllled or injured or endangered or any other
property damaged or endangered; or
(b) Rushes at any vehicle in such a wanner as to
cause or to be likely to cause an acclident;
the owner of the dog commits an offence against this
ordinance and shall be liable on conviction to & fine not
exceeding ten pounds (£10),

(2) If 1t 1s proved to the satiasfaction of the High
Goury that the owner of a dog which causes an occcurrence as
aforesald, permitted that dog to be at large although the
dog was known to him to have been the cause of any such
ceeurrence before, the owner shall be 1iable to a fine not
exceeding twenty pounds (£20) 1n lieu of the fine provided
in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) Any person affected by the occurrence or witnes-
sing same may, wWithout being answerable to the owner,
forthwith destroy the dog.

(4) Any fine provided in this seetion may be imposed
in addition to any liability the owner may incur for
injury or damage caused by the dog. .

(5) In additfon to any fine imposed under this
section, the High Court way order that any dog which has
not been destroyed pursusnt to subsection (3) of this
pection, be destroyed by the Police.

24, Mischievous propensity in dog need not be proved -
The ownér of & dog sﬁagI be Iilable in damages for injury
done by the dog, and it shall not be necessary for the
person seeklng damages to show a previous mischievous

propensify, or that the injury was attributable to neglect
on the part of the owner of the dog. -

PART VI « MI§CE£LANEOUS PROVISIONS

25. Protection of Officers of Police acting upder
authority of Ordinance - The Chiel 6ff§cer of Police

shall wWIth the epproval oT the Resident Commissloner 1ssue

directions ae to the method to be followed by officers of

police in destroying dogs in the respective circumstences
specified ip this Ordinance and no officer of police who,
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(o]
-1

¢ exerclsing the powers conferred on him by the pro-
ong of this Ordinance, 1in good faith does or orders or
ses to be done any act in pursuance or intended

sugnce of directions so 1ssued, shall be under any civil
sriminal liapility In respeat thereof.

g, No 1iability whepre dog wounded in attempt to destroy-
iG person who, wiﬁﬁ the Intention ol destroying any dog

r powers conferred on him by the provisions of this
{nance, wounds or malms the dog shall, except 1n a case
which he causes unnecessary suffering to the dog, be

er any liabllity, whether eriminal or civll, for any
njury done to the dog.

7. No compensation for destruction of dogg - No compen-

ion shall be payable to the owner of any dog destroyed
y the police pursuant to any Order made 1n that behalf by
-the High Court under this Ordinance or 1n the exercise of
powers canferred in that behalf on the police by the
‘provisions of this Ordinance,

28, Imposition of fines not affected by destrusction

of dog - Where this Ordinance provides for the
qmposition of & fine for any offence specified in this
Ordlpance, that fine may be 1lmposed by the High Court
whether or not the dog in respect of which the offence has
been committed, was destroyed before the fine 1s imposed,

29, Diaggsal of carcassea of destroyed do%s ~ The Chief
;. 0fficer o olice shall,w e approvael of the Resident
. Commissioner, issue direstions for the method of collection
and disposal of carcasses destroyed by the Police pursuant

6o the provisions of thils Ordinance and any directions so
lssued shall be carried out asceordingly.

30, Offences {General) - {1) Every person commits an
offence against LHL8 Ordinance who:

(a) Patla to comply with any duty or obligation
Imposed on him by the provisions of this
Ordinance; or

(b} Wilfully mekes any false or misleading
statement or any material omission in any
application, Information, or report to
the police or the Comptroller; or

{¢) Wilfully cbstructs, hinders, or resists
any person in the exercise or execution
of any power, duty, or function conférred
or imposed on such person by the provislons
of thls Ordinance.

(2) Every person who commits an offence against this
Ordinance for whieh no penalty is provided in this
Ordinance elsewhere than 1n this section or in the [Niue
?g§)1966] is 1liable to a fine not exceeding five pounds
[In subsection (2) the Niue Act 1966, beling the
corresponding enactment 1n force at the date of this
=.§epr1?t, has been substituted for the Cook Islands Act
1915,



31. Repeals and Savings ~ (1)} The following Ordinances
are hereby repealed, namely -
The Niue Dog Reglstration Ordinance 1916, No.5
The Niue Dog Reglstration Amendment Ordinance
1958, No.S7

. (2) without limiting the provisions of the Acts
Interpretation Act 1924, it is hereby declared that:

{a) Every register and every entry thereln
which are kept or made under the repealed
Ordinances and which are of continuing
effect at the coming into forece of this
Ordlnance shall enure for the purposes
of this Ordinance as if they had origlnated
under the corresponding provislons thereof;

{b) All dog collars and registration labels
whigh are 1ssued under the repesaled
Ordinances and which are of continuing
valldity or effect at the coming Into force
of thls Ordinance shall ensure for the
purposes of this Ordinance as if they had
been 1issued under the corresponding
provisions thereof;

{c) All matters, things, and proceedings which
have beet commenced under the repealed
Ordinances and which are pending or In
progress at the commencement of this
“Ordinance, may be continued and completed
under this Ordinance.

32. Application of fees end fines - All fees and charges
paid to the Heglsfrar and all {ines collected pursuant to
any provisions of thls Ordinance shall form part of the
public revenues of Niue and shall be pald into the
appropriate account thereof.

DOGS AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 1966
1966, No.39

An Opdinance to amend the Niwe Island Dogs Ordinance 1966,
No, 35 (13 September 1966).

¥. Short Title and Commencement -~ (1) This Ordinance may
be cited as the Niue lsland Dogs Amendment Ordinance 1966
and shall be read together with and deemed part of the
Niue Islaud Dogs Ordinance 1966, No.35 (herelnafter -
referred to as the principal Ordinance),

{2) This Ordinance shall come intc force on the day
ot which it 1s assented to by the Resident Commissioner.

2, [This section amended section 15 of the principal
Ordinance,




