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Neglected Lands {197?‘ Ed. .

- 1. This Qrdinance may be cited as the Neglected Lands Ordi-
nance.

2. In this Ordinance unless the context odierwise requnc&w- ' -
“High Court” mgans the High Court composed or deemed to be. -
‘composed under section 76 of the Maglstrates Courts Ordi-
nance; .
“*indigent native”  means-a native, who, in the dpinion’ of an
administrative officer in charge. of ‘a district, has insufficient —
land for the sufficient support of himself and his family; .
“n4tive” ‘means a native ag deﬁned by the Namve Lands Ordi-
nance; .
“native Tarid” means Jagd cwned by a nanve,
“neglected land” means lind suitable for agricultural use which iy~ -
g not being fully and efficiently utilised for agncn[tural pur-
poses;

“owtiet” means, in relation to any land, the persou who is regis-
tered in respect of such land in the reglster of native Iands,.

the Mag:strates Courts Ordmance as bemg the owner

Capi 52
’ theraof,

. 'agreemént

R

g

?{,ﬂ-‘l’;;f ¢ any {and which is. in the opinion of the Minister, peglected land,
for the settlement of indigent natives thereon or for alienation by
sale or gift to a local government council whether the land is
within -or without or partly without the area of authority of the
coungil.

Coﬁpu!sory
acquasition of
feglected,

4. (1) If the Minister desires to purchase any land which is in
his opinion peglected land for sale to indigent natives, or for
5:‘:‘:;‘;?;; alienation by sale or gift {0 a locil govérnment council whether
fancey the land is within or without or partly without the ared of author- ~
ity-of the council, he shall cause sugh i mqumes as appear - 1o hnn 0.
"o owner of such land." S .
‘ (2) If, withini 6 months from the institution of i inquiries made
in.accordance with the provxsmns of subsection (1), it appears to .

the Minister— ° RO

{a) . that, although ‘the whcreabouts of the.owner of the Iand..
concerned have been ascertained, it Ts not possible to con-
clude any suitable agreememt with him for the purchase of
such land; or

'(Z?) that he is yjot within the Gilbert Islands; or
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{c) that his whereabouts cannot be ascertzined in splte of such
inguiries;

: the Mmlster may acqulre such neg!ected land compulmnlv in

accordam,e with’ the provisions ot thh Otdmance

5. Whenever thc Mnuster consxders that circumstances exist 0“:,”:;”;2"
which may justify-the acquisition of any lind under the provisions reyuiced to
of section 4 he shall direct the administrative officer in charge of :ﬂ'};“‘,‘!;;g‘;
the district within which such land iy situated to serve upon the not neg}ected
owner thereof a notice in Form A in the Schedule orto fike sffecr o
fequiring such nwner to attend before the Figh Court at the time Schedule
specified in such notice and to show chuse why such land'is not FormA

neglected land.

Chenér of
6. Unless any owner served with 4 notice in Form A in accor- land fonnd to

dance with section 5 -establishes to' the satisfuction of the Hmh b negiccted.

i : motics je g obe
Court thit thé lund specified in such notics i« notin fact neglected 700

1
!.
i

“fand the High Court shall cause 16 BF SEIVEd Tpon Rifi @ TOUCE i1 ensure the

Form B in the Schedule requiring ufilisation of such land forth- {‘;f:if:f‘"“
with dnd the continued utilisation thereof for. agricultural pur- FormB.
poses’ for the period of 5 years next succeeding the date of

service of such notice.

7. (1) The High Court shall cause a representative to inspect Joperol,

such land at the expiration of 1 year from the date of the remsin neg
service of the notice in Form B pursuant to the provisions of Soedle |
section 6 and 4t such other times during the aforementioned why land
period of 5 years from such date as it may deem expedient or Shorld natbe
shalt be directed by the Minister, and if upon such mspecnon it “acquired.
shall appear to such representative that compizance is not being

made with the requirements contained in the afotementioned

notice he shall so report. to the High Court which court shall

thereupon cause & notice in ‘Form C of the Schedule 10 be served Fornt €
on the owner of such land requiring him to-appear. betore such

High Court on the day specified in $uch notice and to show cause

why such land should not be acquired by the Minister compulsor-
ily in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

{2} The ownershall be deemed to show sufficient cause within
the meaning of subsection (1) if he satisfies the High Court that

he has made reasonable agncultural use of the land in question in
accordance with the requirements contained in the notice in Form

_B issued in respect of such land or that he has failed so to do for

reasons beyond his conirol.

v snimnr o a2y B G ek s e Py ARy SR e
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Order by .
‘Minisier for
at.qnmlmn of
land and
assassment of
compensation

* and that the amduii of compensation duc, il-uny, shall be deter- -

Maiters to be -
eernyidered ine

determinigg
t.omﬂlt.m, L0 Ly

‘8. (1) Ifthe owner fails to show cause why the land should not
be acquired by the Minister by compulsery purchase as neglecied
land; the. adfninibtrative ofﬁ'cer =in charg&. of the district in which

who shali- thereupon order that the kmd be compulsorlly acqu:red

miinéd by thé High Court.

.42 ) Upon, the making of such order and whether or not the
_amount of compensation due, if any, has been determined the
‘Minister and all persons’ authonsed by him shall be: entitled te

enter and take possession of such lands secordingly. -+ =
3) "f‘he High Court sfmu ha‘ve 'j’urisdictio‘n to hear and deter-

the owrier of the la.n_d sn.acq.ulr.ec_l

9. Indetermining the amiount Of compensation to be awarded

for land dCQlﬂl"Ld under dm OI‘dlI‘IdRLE the H;uh Court ‘;hali take

e Tl

Service of
notices

p P .
- CORSICCFEHOIT

(i) the muarket value of the-land at the date of the netice o
‘shcw cause why thc la.nd is not ncglected and nf a market
reg.n'd to the value of . the lanu as bdbed on Ehe féfulny
classification of the land as g_rjaded in the records of the
High Court;

{ji) the damage sustained- by the owner by reason of the taking .

of any standing crops or trees which may be on the land at
the time of takmg possession thereof; . .
(iit) if in consequence of the acquisition of the tand, the owner
is compélled-to change his residence ot place of businzss,
the reasonable expenses, if-any, incidental to'such change.,

10. (1) Every notice or summons: reqmred or authoiised to be

-served upon any person by or under this Ordinance may be

served by delivering-the same to him personally. = e

(2} Whenever any notice or summons is required or author-
ised by or under this Ordinance tg be served upon any person

~ who is knewn to be resident at an address upon any island within

the Gilbert Islands other than that upon which the lands the

subject matterof the notice of summons are situated, such notice

or summons may be served by forwarding the same by registered
post to such person at such address; and, unless such notice or
summons is returned to the sender as undehvered it shall be
deemed to havé been served at the tite when it would have been

¢
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delivered o the address to which it wis sent in the normal course
of the post: )

Provided however that wheneyer any such notice or summons
is forwurded.-in. accordance with pmvibions of this subsection,
copies of such notice or summons <hall be served on the veeupier
of an) uf thr: lands the sub}ect tswn,m dnd upon any ong &dult
known to he a relative of the orag__mai addressee

‘Provided further, if no such occupier ar relative be known or is
found, o -copy of any.such notice or summons shall be-affixed to a
conspivizous part of such lands.

(37 I it is impracticable 10 sgrve amy notice or summons
requirvd or autharised to be scrvud by of undec'this Ordinunce in
accordunce with either subsection (1) or mbse_c_non £2). service |
thereof shall be effected in such manner as the High Court shall
ditect.

) L ) L ) ) . oy ) e . ihs of
been or is deemed to have beer served dods not dppear at the ﬂw;::: ¢

timé appointed, 4 decision may be given in his absence and such’
decmon shall be ds effectual as it given after hearing in the pres-
erce of such pt,rt,.)m

12.. Every person who wilfully hinders or obstructs any person Pepalty for
duly authorised by the Minister from entering upon or taking f';ﬂﬂ,";‘gﬁ:m
passession of or using any land in pursuance 0f the psovisions of sessfin of
this Ordinance, or who riolests, hinders, or obstructs such person fand
when in possession of such land, or motests, hinders or obstructs
any officer ofthe High Caart when makmg any inspection of the
land of sérving dny noticeé.or sumniens, shall be Hable to impris-

onment for 3 months and to a fine of $50.

13. Natwe land acquired by the Crown under this Ordinance Native ind
shall not cease to be native land for the purposes of the Native ' rmain s
Lands Ordinance by virtue of that acqutsttmn oroft its subsequent Cap. 61
alienation to a local government coufeil, noththahmdlng the
definition thereof in that Ordinance.

14. Where {and has been acquired under this Ordinance for Sale of land
o indigent
sale to indigent natives it shall be offered for sale to such persons natives

in decéordance with sections 15 and 16.

15. The administrative officer in charge of the district shall, on Advertisement
instructions from the Minister, advertise, in such manner as the of sale
Minister may direet, that it is proposed to sell any land acquired
under this Ordinance for sale to indigent natives cither privately

~——Hr- W e any-persorrupon- WG o Hee- o semmens-fus-Adeitlon e

e
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or-with or without reserve by public auction which auction shall
‘be held at a'specified date and place.

Methad of 16. (1) Any land acquired under this Ordinance for sale to

sale

indigent natives may be sold eithér privacely ér by public auction

_as the admmmratwe officer in charge of the district may decide,

"' to any indigent native at any Price not greater'thin the sum for
" which the "Minister acquired the lid from the owner:-

Provided that the'said administeitive officer may, at any time
before the name of the pirchaser hus been registered in the

. High Coury as the new owner, cancel any sale-—

fap i he is sansﬁc.d that the purchaser -is not an mdigenr'
native: or ' .

fb) if the purchaser und the said dflmrm\tmt:ve officer cannot

agree as to methods of payment or as to security for pay- - ;

ment.

PN

provisions of the preceding subsection. the purchaser shali have
no right fitie or interest whatsoever in the fund the subject of such

“sale nor shalf he be entitled to claim or recover any redress what-
“soeverTother thad thie return ofany moneys paid Enr oF on account

of purchase moneys. .
(3) The said administrative officer may, either immediately

- upon orat any time after the canceliation of any sale as aforesaid

Allenation of
land to loral
government.
council

resell the lands the subject of the cancelled sale to any indigent
native (other than the purchaser under such cancelled sale).
gither by public auction or by private treaty, at any prlee not
exceeding the price paid by the Minister on its acquisition.

(4) Every re-sale made upon the cancellation of any sale or

-re~sale under the provisions of this Ordinanice shall be deemed a

sale liabie 10 cancellation tnder subsection (1),

(5) Where at any sale by auction held under the provisions of
this section bids are made by more than one person at a price
amounting to the maximum price 4t which the land concerned is
permitted to be sold, under the prowslons of this section, the

Minister acting in his discretion may determine which of the per-

sons making such bids has the greatest need of the land ¢oncerned
and may direct tha: the bid made by the person so determined
shall be accepted.

17. Where land acquired under this Ordinance for alienation
10 & local government council has been alienated to the council
the council may—

2)-Eipon-the-cuncethution-of-any-—sithe-it-decordance-witi-the
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{a} use the. land for the purpose of any of its functions under
the Local Government Ordinance or any. other Ordinance; Cap. 51
fb) with ‘the consent of the Minister in writing first obtained
alienate the land whether by sale, gift, lease or otherwise:

Provided that where by virtue of section {3 the{and is native . - d.,_ i
-fand for the purpose of the Native Lands Ordinance it shall not be Cap: 51 250

alienated otherw is¢ than in accordance with that Ordmance.

S 18. (1) Payme.nt for land sold shiall be made either immedi- Poyment
ately at the time of the sale.or by instalments payable ovérsuch &
period of time, and subject to such security for payment as the
administrative officer in charge of the district may think fit, hav-
ing regard to individual and local circumstances.

(2) As soon as may be after the date of the sale the name of.

Court as the owner thereef.

{3) In additionto the purchase price, every purchaser shall pay
by way of satisfaction of the costs of administering this Ordinance
a fee of 30 cents for every acre of land sold, which shall be
payable gither immediately or by instalinents as the said adminis-
frative officer may think fit,

19. '('i)lIf the High Court is satisfied on application made by or Powes to

~tike pos-
‘on behalf of the Minister— session GF
() that at any time within 25 years of a sale to an mduzem Eiéfgiﬁld to

native the land. remains neglected or has again become sarives

neglected by the purchaser orby his successer in title; ot )
(b that the purchaser «0r hiv successorin title has failed, with-

olit reasonable ¢xouse, to pay any instalment when due;

it miay by order in wntmg authorise the Minister ot his represen—
tative to re-take possession of such land. - o

{2) On making any such order the High Court may direct the
Minister to refund to the purchaser or to his successor in title the
purchase price: in whole orin part.

(3) Where pOssesswn has been taken on behalf of the Minister
the title of the purchaser or of his successor in title shallimmedi-
ately cease and determine and an entry to this effect shall be
made in thé records of the High Court,

{4) At any time after resumption of possession thereof the
land may again be offered for sale as neglected land under this
Ordinance.

1 o e

et e piirchiaser ~ofthe* Tand sold shall be registered o thei- Hrgh—“' A
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.. neglegted land,.. ..

SCHEDULE -
FORM A
(Section 5)

NEGLEC‘I‘ED LANDS ORDINANCE {CAF. 52}
. NOTICE TO SHOW CAUSE WHY LAND I8 NOT ‘JEGLECI‘ED ;AND

To-

name. and number and plo: number or by giving megsuremepis and showmg
boundaries whenever praciivable) aré believed to be neglccted lands and that itis
propesed 1O agquice them for the deftlement ofindigent matives ths.rmn or for

transfer 10 alocal government council,

You afe hereby reqmred w0 ateenid e ngh Coutt én ‘ -0 Island
al a'clock in. the - ngen  on : the
- day of o show cegase why ¢he said land i not

Niitice is heteby given that the tolhawmg lancls (de.scr:be szds b}' \'ecrzo%

Diared at thig day uf 19 .
Administrative Officer in charge of the Distict..

FORM B
(Section 6)

NEGLECTED LANDS ORDINANCE (CAP 62}
NOTICE REQUIRING UTILISATION OF NEGLECTED -LAND

To
Wieteds. you have faiied to show cause why the. land. (deseribe larid giving

‘section, hame, nutber and plot mumber ar by measirénienis and show botind-

aries whenever practicable) is fict eglected larid.
- Take fiotice that you'are hercby required: within the period of 1 year from
the date hereof to commence to utilise the land in the manner described in the -
Schedulé hefeto and in défauir the land will be acquired by compulsery purchase
by the Minister-for the: setilement of md:gent natwes thereon, orfor transfer to-a-
Iotal ‘government councik.

This Natice will remain it force. for 5 years from the date hereof and if
during that time the said land is found to be negleeted it may be acquired under
the Ordinance without any farther notice. in this form bejng issued to ycm

SCHEDULE

Dated at the day of 19
Registrar of the High Court

G i e ees ot

Wi o

e
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FORM C
(Section 7)
NEGLECTED LANDS ORDINANCE (CAP. 52) -

NOTICE TO SHOW CAUSE WHY NEGLECTED LAND SHALL NOT BE
- COMPUESORILY ACQUTRED

Whereas,on the Islapd of - oa repreqentatrve of. thc I—Itgh Conxt
mspected the land (describe land by section, name or number and plot or. by

.giving megsurements_.aiid showing boundaries whenever pructiceble) on

the- day of ) 19 and.found that thé requirements:
specified i {he notice dated the dayof 19+ bhave
fot'been complied with, . -

You are hereby reqiiited to-attend the High ‘Cotirt on Islind:
at- ociock im  the noon om the ‘day
of ‘to stiow capse why the said larid shall not be acquited as

“negleeted land under the Ordinance.

st

T S Hhe L dayal- g

Registrar of the High Court






